[Acute intestinal ischemia. Our experience].
Acute intestinal ischemia is a pathology which is relatively often encountered in elderly patients where the concomitance of other diseases make its prognosis more severe, especially since diagnosis is usually late. Laboratory tests and imaging techniques are not of great value to diagnosis since they do not provide pathognomonic data, but together with a careful anamnesis they contribute a series of findings which, taken as a whole, lead to the diagnosis of intestinal ischemia. The sole therapy is surgery--when still possible and the best results are obtained when surgery is performed at an early stage. The authors report a series of 12 cases of acute intestinal ischemia and underline the difficulty of diagnosing this subtle pathology and the advantages of aggressive surgical techniques.